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1:'110 first s e ttLemen t of lr i.ends on 'he !,11r·-n·,1' l'c8ep'n~5.Tl .•...~f'\,s !:''lk<~ ne c r

tl'o LndLn n vi j 11'.1":0 called ':ant-o::-r:an '-,C1"os-l~o, no'.': 1-nm':!: H;' (1,: ';()",n, em UIC

1.'/r>d;·bank of the :'c11e:"nn ?ivpr, e bou+ :'j,vo mLe s o.1>n'1'O ':10 ~'i:--'-e tine. i Ute
lAI ~('r ~'''rt of +l.e ;it-h rn--rrt h , 170!'.

Tl!roc vou nr' rren , <.Toel SIJU'.'llO, Lu11idp',. Ja<"'s n , nnd ;'e·.r" :--'T:::"·!1S. t.: e t.'.-:[1

for-rncr- fro' C"(lstrr ro;nt· .., "n , and tlolat"cr :'~'n!1 'Iud'!' r'(11I!r"','. "a , as s i s t.ed
by .Iohn T'ierce and .Joshua 0h r pl oe s , also "r-om tile ne i =hbor-hood of Th ' 1-
r de Lr-lLa , se Lec t.ed the site and T!'..9.'e T'rorern.-ti(ns :'or a horre , I~; I] IC~': wor k s ,
,Toh rierce and .Io e l.ua ~'l:[trr r:,,~ r-e.t.ur'ner' l.orne , 'IT.e La '~'cr j.'E:l"'t an HrrO':nt
of this ,-:lollrns'", vfI Lch ha s Lnen - r-i rrt e.t , in whir' le rCl:,nr"::- :'l1D t~.lrjn'" Lo-vvc
of Cornnlanter r.nd other Iml1r,Ilr. at 'Cuffr,lo. on the lS~:: (I' tie Cti' n!::.
lI~'e now t.o ok an a f'e c+i ona t c f'a r-ove L: of +he Chief a nd of ':;'\f) Tr.dLe.n- 'n'ficnt,
...-ho parte(l with us vd +,; milch r e s r e t: ann I ca n +ru Lv fil.:' +le Lori+e r I : R,'!C
be en a: :cnS that pe opLe , tr:o rr.or-e !~C<lr nnd united U:e." br.vo Felt I; rne , nnri r-ov.•
'n r,artinr, they Lecl like brethren wi+h 'whom I have er-n i' th~,toly ncr~ua:inted,
and for v.hoae weLf'ar'o I feel e rder.t; '::ish65. n

llenrv :~in ens r-e tu rno.' horne in 1'1'0, a n.l in ti.flt yOflr, .TnC01~ 'I'av l or- 8.nd
LT'~nathr~n Thcma s , ';:1:.0 had lived for three ve.rr-s v:il-.i tl e '.-·nei(la. Lnd ians neo.r
~;.tockhrid--e, :;. Y., went to ihe .'\.llef~any ?eser":a!.5.on. P9.11i~1u7,la k s o-: returned
h or.e in InCD. ,'ohn ~~e"lln('Jr, a Is o fror:: Cle s t o r ('Qunty. "a , Brent a fr':, months
t.hc r e ~11 1,:)02. r-ebur-n i.n : l1'a:i n ; n 1804 ~

At tl·is settle:: ent, t110 1'riends efforts had heen rrainLv f'orofi!,ed to j n-
Sl.ructin! t~eF in n '-ri,- 1turo, and :h, a MO e sol-e r J ina'"stri"u~ and con cr-tab Io
';;ay of livin!,:, find in the use of mechan i o ' s bo+Ls ,

In L:e;;, t.he Com i';'-ee of rric::ds of "h iLc.deI h i a , ',1'0 +.er e on -a' ed ~n
C'Porr"h,-- O'lt the +onoer-n of lc;l.e Yr",rl" :'-0' tin" for tl'c "01 fur" o f ':i e I"'djrnls,
1eliP'rod Umt e.d ·'~:u-:t·: en we) Ld result rror-: r'emov inc t-~L6~r se t+Leme ..t +'0 Lar.d f-

of their own, s.n.':oinjy.,IO' t~,e Eeser"nt1J'r. After ('0 s u Ltl n .,.,it' t! 0 Tnd i o ns c.r.d
obta in inz tl-:eir e' r-r-oba t i on , the:' corio Luded on a euitt>_1)J.~ Lo+n t i r» f\ ew
mile~ farther U~ t.1:cr1vrr.

~)usj,ners, v i z •• Ts aa c ('oftte~-, I:=nRC' :~onaall. ?lorna:
r~,,"er .~r•• as st,· '0(1 ir. t: e:" !'c!-orl~ -:l)"'n "ct'lrni!1r'
L:.f'; 8. -Teel,-- ca Ll ed ~unn:-a"!al:. v.h i .J. ; a l l s int.o t.lie

f. '7~e,,<·,·~::(~ r n , ~,-nr1 (;0.1 1: r!~()e-
o ·:llr'dcl-i,'fJ.. "eI:! io--

!-110 c>-::'r ['i'T01" on +l:e ea s '
e i.d e , &~··out two roller; ab ov e elle~i!1;I1! rHo, found 81J; ~rie t ~,..n~~r t.e"' 'V:~.~!...'. ~.. ~r:':'-

: ill and a c onv e n i e r.f rLn c e to "ild one. c.rYJut ha l : a mi I.e J'r-om 1-.Le Ln-Ji o n
;;cser,;:·tion, c.nd ~2a'li,:a"le for Cfl.!JCDs ':n ftn~1. f'r m !-.}:e ri--f-'r flt 1O'[t: •. :-:e~,:' L~.

Ti.e cred~ is b ound ed on the south by n mountn in vl.Lc: it yr' "r1.~ a r o 'EO ~: e er.d
of' i -::. ;n it ar-e sor:e i"ine "fii ite r inc trees. near wl.cr e tr.e ':~~r::'S rr o or ad
to be er ec t.ed , It wi Ll rc':uire a dara " 1ft:, ~.Y!1.rdf; Lonr; and ".1~o:;t t'.,'!cl'.'c !ert
h i r h to obtain a fall of te:~ fef')t. (in t.l.e nor t i: s ido (·r +he c r e e ' '.S ~ 1)(;'1'.'
of' rood. fQr:-il1~ Lo nd , the b o ' to.is abo.md tnr '!11th' wh it o p ino ond other tj_,hel',
a:~,ons h i cb n r e 50:-:'",6 S\]~Hr 17~r:.D;e s , r.2}~ere is n 10','":' rid~o on "7~}li('}:are Ie2.!": . ",':Li t e
08.. '<s ,



Al though the Land is not ·?enerally of' the first qu:,.li ty. and to Sflcllre the water
of the cr-eo- we musf include n par-t of the moun+aIn, vet we believe a ve •.? ~o,~d
fa.rm rray he rr.o.de there. and the situation for our- r-ur'pose is titlDerir.r to anv that
we meet wit},. therefore we fixed on this rLaoe ,

The tract oor.tained, a ccor-dLng to the deed • a l-ouf G9~ eor-en , Joel SWG."ne and
Jonathan !horrAS removed to it from Old Town in the e~r1y part of 1804. and sh0rtly
afterwards took steps to ere~t a saw-mill and a r,riBt-mill on tha :'ror·ert:/. T1:.080
~ere in orerution e~rly in 1805.

Jonatha.n I'homas ret~~rned f'r crn Tunesas:;a, in 1805, havinr. ht:'E'n amorig ti~6
Indians for.severn1 years •

. In lE07 the COlr'..:mitteeremarks, "It in S\~P NVQ near 100 new hOUS6ZS r.e.ve been
built within a ·period of about three yea.rs. Uost of them are well fut U~. of h~n
·10gs, many 01' them two stories Li.-:h and cover-ed with shinGles. Some have panel
<1":ors, and Q. I;reat rrany have r;lnsc windows. They are ke"t much cLeane r than fOTI,'-

erly.. Their farr:J.8 are enclosed under gOGd fence from seven to tan rnils h1:"h.
A much fjr€Fter proportion of COrn is planted thi5 year than has been heretofore. c.
and it generally Lor ks weLl , Divers of them have raised wheat. oats. ebc , , and
land is now c l.ear-i.ng 1n l!'.a.n'.T p'Iac ee to sow with Yl"beat this fa.ll. The~, have a
number of horses and ~ good stock of cattle and swine, so thnt v.o believe an
evident change for the· better r~s taken ~laoe, and m~ywltheatisfaction, on return-
in.,,: note, that in the C01.lrSe of our journey 17.'0 have not seen one Indian the Lea s+
intoxicated w1~h liquor."

In 1809, the Friends residin·- at 'I'une sa s r-a merrt l :n tLat. "t. v(~ry satisfaotcr'[
prOl!,ress O~. this PeserTrntion. upwnrds of 50 ha'Je oome forward to lo~rl; to B7';n •

25 of whom are capab Le of making :,:ocd yarn. II

In 1818 .Jcs ej-h Ear Ian had a s choo I airong them. which wns soon '';r0T"Tp-das
the chLef'» informed Friends that they could not a.t~ond to aerid Lnc their children.

In 1813 the Indians are ra id to have raised much grain, .and to have sold
considerable quantities to white +eor-Le , A s choc I was maLnt.a ined nt t!~is + ime,
thou~h rep;ulnrly o.tterded by but few chd Ldnen ,

In 181:~: the Corrmit"':eestG t e s , nThe resina c' of crr Fr Lend s "'.rr]('n£; tho Indians
during tha-comffiotion 0~ca5ioned by the war. arnears to have beon es 'ecinl~y usew
f'uL, as 'is rr.unifested by the s r-eeoh of an old chief to the '~i6it::n:: c·l"l'J::ittee
in the ninth mo.rbh lust, who exr:ressed the great satisfaction tl:ey had, that the
Friends who lived beside the::l had re::ained eo stea.dy with them throu:-:h t.heir
difficulties. Tha.t alt:lOur:;h::the e;reat guns so loud as to aha ke U:o <r-ound v.;hr:re!"":::1
they stood, yet they rerrou.;nedq'liet, "W!~ioh co'.vin:-:ed them ti::ut our Friends rust.
be under the protection of the r;reat Spirit. I>"efeel thankful to them, they said,
for s::ayin?; by us. If they go away, we shall be e Iarr.ad and fly el s o ,"

In loth month f 1816 f Joseph El1cintoD opened a school for Indians. wh1rh wss
oorrtLnued during tho win-::sr, fifte,'n to twenty ycun('; men and children r:en' ra"!.:y
a-c+end Lnr; , This w·· s corrt Lnued for some years. but, O"'oinr, to tho opposi ticn of
those who adhered to their old customs, it was dLacorrt inuod in 1021, but openr-d
agair; in 1822.

In 1817 tLere ...·jf',e 70 ;amilics on the 411e,,::any nes<:rvf'.tion.
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In 1823 a school was tau"'ht bv one of tl:e Friencs. 'in in hous cc er-cot ed by the
Cornr-Ltt ee on land bc Lonz Lnr; to l.h3 Fr-Lend e , and a't+er.ded b',' about twenty child-
ren. A wor+shor 'was also erected nea r tr;e e choo t ,

In 1831 the pr-o r-er-by of Tuneaaasa Y:(l.3 rented to Ariel ·i":ellna:'.Jr. and Lewis
P. Thorp, and Jose~h E1klnton returned t Phi1adelrhia.

II' 1835 one of the chiefs rerr.ar·'e,j § "Y.-eare t;wo-thiros mo r e comfortable th~tn
'Wo were '-orty-fivo years 80'"0."

In the autumn of 1835 a heavy rainfall_ continuinr, with but little inter-
mission for throe days, caused a r.: eat flood 1=1the Alle~nl:YRiver bv whi<:'r. the
flats aLonrt it 'Were inundated, ande. n'.Jmber of the Indians were oorv eTl ed .to leave
their horses and find an asylm on hiF."l-:err.ro'~nd. This v.!B,S c"'nsiderf'd a-reuter "Lc cd
than had occur-ed for thirtv-two years. The loss of cr-orison the l~e5c;vation was
very ;-reat. and it was .6"ident that unless some reliof were speedLlv furnished,
many of the Indians and a great part of the cattle must suffer, and r.>erLarsN'rish
from want •.

?no Friends visited them at this time, and in5~ected their ~ondltion. They
r000rted that there were on the reservation and nt Cornplanter. 337 adults and 353
children, or 690 indi1~iduals, and the provision~ saved from the fleod were esti~nted

at less than one-third of the whoLe . and that of the corn that WRe s8.Ved, a ['"reat
den I ',';'S .60 damazed as to be unfit fr.r use. In this emer-cency the Co:r;!:·ittec author-
i~ed the pur~hase of rrain, ct~ •• for imcediate suprnrt cnd for seed. 895 bushels
of corn, ;1.14 bushels of potatoes. and 40 tons of hay wr.re 'rccured for their use.
and distributed nmon~ them.

In 6th riorrch , le36 t'I.rot~'er un.isua I f'Lo rd or+ur-red , and 1-"ri!"r.d!" n--ain a seLs+ed
in r el iev i n- marrv of the TndLene f'r-orn Y!ant.

Cn the 26th of the 10th morrbh, lE36. -Joseoh "!at'ey and his "':life, Pe ecca,
ar-r Ived at Tunese.s aa , and with Robert Scotton, dur-Lnr- the f'oLl owinr- wi!~terf mad e
ar-rarrer.errt.s for eref·tin;;-e.mor-e comfortable house. to +a1'e tre --Lace of the 10,,"-
house, 'which hnd bec or.e mor-e d i Lav Ida'bed ,

In the autumn of 1R'~2. ano t.t.e r ae-truC'-ti ve f'Lrcd or('l;rred,and friends ar-a in
~un"lied the Indians ~ith potatoes, oate, ~nd corn, ~hich ti:ere 15 reason to believe
sere , in some instun(,9s, the means of ""reservin~ both t:,em and tr.oir cattle 'ro~
jer i!J f':inr:•

T' e use of intox~cating dr inka 17 the Indians, arid "_he sor-r-rwf'uI effects of it,
ia s long been a cause of In c. anxd etv and +r-ou-Lc , TJe Cr.r:m;ittee rer.:ar;-s • in
.848. that most of the white r-e ool e W' a t~e-;:asg 0:: the Reser-va+Lori IrCcnsider it
;0 their interest to enc our-e ze the nat Ivas in the -use of ar-d errt sririt s , and, ror;ard-
.ess of the law vrhLch pr ohi '..its it, frequently kerp the article to S8 1 to t: em.
.nf'Luerr-ed by the ter::.ptati"n thus presented to them, and b~: the exampl e and solid t-
.tion· of wfucked and desibninr, roen. the feeble reaol~fior.s of the Indian are ~oone
,veri'o..-rered. and he OeCOI!l8S B. victim of this der,radinr; !-':abif'-'"

j; ~
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In 1852 it was dec Lded to taire 301..e children an hr.nrde~r. in t!~e [amil:;, and
a schoo l c-l.ouse. whi('h hnd baen ~;'Jil.t 50::;6 yer..rs 'before, nen r the r~ver, 'was moved
into tho 'yard ad,io:ining the dwol\,~n~ and nee bl v f1 ttE'd up, ar.d n S' l-ooI or ened in
it on the ?3rd of the 12th orrth , 1852, with fourteen children I'r oir the ne i r-hb cr-hood ,
and six f,i'ls from fl ereatr-r distanoe admitted as bonrde s , Tho numt-e r of cay-
acho Iar-a soon Lrv-r eas ed to 3G. I' was Boon found nec es ec ry to enl.rr+e the bu iLdinr;
whi<:'h W50S dorie in F-63, and accomodot.Lons provided 1'01' e. l£trr:;er number .. f s rho La r s
in the far.lily. It was 60 n found desirable to ,ii15continue tho [1ny s cho Lar-s , and

from thnt tir::e all of' the children attcndin~ the school have residod in und forrneu
a part of the faciily.

The n~~ber reciving
In If63----14 ~irls
If 1873----24 II

" 1;:85----66 It

"1889---25 IT

instructions at different times is as follows:
and 4. boys

tI 5 !f

n 1890----25

\I 10
" 15
" 20

rt

II

It "
In lA70, a new tar-nnt houae W?:.15 i)uilt. In 1"711, a n(J';T b~~rn ;;6x:38 r.s.s erected.

and -b..'!el'Je acres of land cleared. In 1682, the echo I-house hav inz beec-.e too
smaH foj; the Lnor-eae ed numbe r of p'J~ilsl' it "I;US r-emr-vr-d and 8. t,.;o-story I'rnrae build-
ing cara'c l e of s ea t Inr forty childre:. was erected on its s it e ,

In 18f3. the saw and r.:ri:::t pill, 'Which had ::ocomo quite d iLa oLdat ed , vn s taken
down , and some 0[' the timrer, 1';1:i(;a010 for the '"'urpos8, used Ln maldnp: em add it ion
to the barn.

In the nine yenrs previous to let4. 75 ncrre of lan~ were cleared ~y Asron ~
Dewees and put under cu l tivat'i on, thu~ nearly doubLdnz the area 0 r farm; nr" land
and' otller vaLua..··le imrr:-vcr:.cnts made.

Cn the niGht of the 2!:!d monbh, 24th, 18"6. the d'\'Je111m; house and s chocL-l.ou ae
adjoinin~ it woro destroyed by fire, to;ether with nearlv nIl the ~o~tents. yet
all of' the Lnmatea excar-ed unhurt. Durin' the 8"t1I:lOr C" tl·~t '.ear a new bu i.Ld inp;
was put up at a cost, incl'din~ the nec ease.ry fur: lturE', of about; $12,500. This
house is 75 feet jn length and 50 feet in width. It is two ~tories (-i~;·. '~'ithbaS6-
merrt and attic, and warmed b:.: a heater in the bas emerrt , It '\'.1H! r-es dy for occurancy
in the 1attp.rart of the 11th month, 1886 'Wher: Bchool ar:ain o;eDfld, with 25 rirIe
and .10 boys.

A one-story f'raroe bud Ldl.ng was added to the dv;el1inr, lou s e ill 1890, for
laundry purposes.

The 'ror' on the f'rm has cLiefl:r 'beer: dor.e 't'ith tbo help of the boys, -.'1[;0, in
this nay a.rid in the necessf'.ry Care of' the 11';e stock. oota in ::an~l 11::;;.>f:11 lessons'
in f'a.r-m inh and in bt3.bi ts of :ndustry: while the r,irls in the ~·erforrr.ace of much
of the work i.n the !n.r.:il'-. acquire va Ivab Le instructions in hour choLd duties, etc.

-:1.L ,.
The to"'al amount of cl enr ed land 'on the farm is R.110Ut 't"fO ac r-es , of 1\'Lieh ab ou+

95 ar- r-e s may be c oazde r ed ('\5 undc r cuI +ivo t ton and 131 <1crrs· in-ras t·.:re. I'r cm most
of which the stu!!'ps he-v!': not '\-ee:-~ r-eraov e d , Tl'e e r ee, of +ne +.r-e.ct., ii:clud;r.- wccrr-
l.ar.d , i:s about 464 arres/225 acres ho.vinn: :;ee< s oI d ~t dif:crent tires ...·.'it: lr. the
last +werrtv year's.
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Historica.l Facbs Concerr.in1:
his wife, Rach61~ their descendants and their times.
Trippe, after forty-i'i-'o :'e~ra of valued acquu i.rrtance

Deter Crou~o, The Captaive,
~ritteti by ~r8.V. F.
wi th the Crouse f'au.LLy,

The object of \\-THing is not only to rocord a ' 1 that may be learned of the
past connected with this fe.m:i.ly. but to inei~e amonz those now li':"in~ and those
to come, the praotice of the virtues of their ancestors.

Through an inthn···te acquaintance with Mrs. Laura M. 7!rir,lrt. ~ho ear:" as ~!.iS8-
Lonary to the Buffa.lo Creed Reserv""tion. in 1832, oontinl1inp" there in earnest labor
along many lines, with her husband, Rev. Ashar i':'rir,ht, M.• D•• 'Jntil her death in
1886, we learnedmuoh of intrrest conneoted withthe early timos And of· the ~even
captives ta1<:en in the Rsvc Iut ' onary ':)ar. c:oet of whom tlh~ kn~: '!'erscnallye

At Buffalo Creek. and tl.fton!!lrd 9t Co.ttare.urus Res er-vat.Lcn , livrdlf\\hite
Boy", later Pierce, whose dcac end ent.a ar-e mtlrkecl a Lrrosb uni ··ers0.lly by thoir
size, physique, and character of fine type. Anong them -was Jt"~cob Pierce, father
of' 1,:X-s •• John Snydor and 3enus Fierce, no+ed athlete of Carlisle School, and
others.

The cO,;->tivebey, Snyder, first nnrried a ca-rt.i.ve .,lite r.::ir1 -;:}:osename I
ne+er learned. He la.ter married Hnl Indian. The Snyders have been an intell-
igent cIn.as of people; l1ohn. Snyder, the la'ffyer, of the "resent time, be i nr; a
notable exarspl.e , .

There were two brothers who. the TndLana named Senec9. \';1Ji to and ~';hito
Seneca. Both errbor ed aoti vely into the ralilSicuB and v-o H tical intrrest;; of
the IL?tion.

The first wife of the captive Snyder af'tenmrds I1lIlrried l,;r. John, the
ancestor of the JI hn Farrd Ly, HUMlstus Johnson, of U'emi!lsnt<nm r er-el.Ls tho time
when as a little boy, he with about eighteen of his couBins w~re gnthered
. to visit his f'reat e;r:::.ndmother, at her borne near ~:hon~o, on the flat neo r tho
burying:-ground. As they errt erdd the ro"m she, a. tiny white T1omnn, ar-ose from e. t
trundle bed, and laid her hands on the head of eaoh child pasainp; before her.
She was totally blit\d:~

The inten-llrringe of the early desoer:dants of the captives is illllstrn.ted
in the case ~~f the widow of ;';ill et B. Jemi~on, who formerly liyed at Red Fouse,
himself a. descendane cf the captive, Uary Je~ison. Jirs. Jed sr·n' S maber-naI
grana!!lother was a Sr.yd er- whose mother "tnlS daughter of the C•..·'t:ve. !.~ary
Jemison •. and the captive Sc:nec!l. ','.'hite was her- father's ~ather. The Patt~rsr;n
fe.r.'ily are also descended J'r-orn Seneca '.'111 te. The Seneca farr.11:! of the 'present
tin:e are all direct deacend ent s of r;hita Seneca, whose life ooun'ed for much
in the aff3irs of the Nation.

!~s ;:rs. ;-;ri?:ht tallted with us. near-Ly :'ift': YCf:rs fl_i!0, 0:' the va~ioutl c'-'fnaves
and their deacendntrt.a , she used to sav , "It is plain to see the cho r-ect r-r ar.d life
of the carrt Ive s in the lives of their chd Ldnen and :'raCld-children and r;rp.a.i-: ::.rn.nd-
ch ild r-en , It
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A:-Gther il"pression has been m<c.de. tZ1!lt has c ourrt ed nume r-Lcu Ll y , ElS rr.fI.ybe tH3-!:irr..e.t-

" ed fro:;) the known descendants of Pol-er Crouse by actual count, in the 128 years since
. the birth of william, the eldest cl.Ll.d ("i':ho had no des! cendant.s ) in 1800, 5GG Crous en
, have ruin-led with and been wrought into the life of the lTaticn~

\'iG cannot :<!ultipl'.- this by revon, and so 6stil!'><'i.te tLe numbe r of the generations
of the aevon ¢a:'ti1, .•os , but we kr:m"'1.r.:heir number is "n tho thousands.

:

Judging: Ps the :-~oquent names of Jc!t.ison and riorco lfifl e anno t rr.e..Loa cor r ec c
,estimate of-d0.R~n~.~ as, when the Indians 'Were fi~t enrolled and nl'Jst siva and English
name .rea.nv .chc so the r..n-me of sane one admi r ed for real '?lor"!;:'d T:-d~ 1:1 rocorded in the
case of ;::;/i:r Jomi:>on, who wa s p;~eHtl" e s t.eomod from c:'!ildho0u to the tiIOe of her
death, by 1Jer nd\o?t~d Nation.

It rreh 1'6 or intero:o;t her'e , to note tr.at ...-hen Mary -Jemis.on "';"',5 nearly rri ne+v
years old: and lyin~ ill ~t t.ho 1'luf:f\lo Crl"ek Rezervati(" f.~rs. rriQ"bt lr"p,rned that
tt1e ascd 1;'[o:::'an ,,;:rns troubled in her mind. Sl~8 visited her, and learned tlH'I_t the causa
of' the t~puo.)16 'was an unkept rrQl;liso made to her !Jloth~r.. :At tbe timo of her ca pbur-e
she, on.~-bin('; sepr!rated from her Wf:'.s urged by her. "Don't for~et r:y I1ttlQ dau<::hter
the prat;e:'ls I have ~a\l,::htyou. Say "':hen ci'"':;eI".;he a !,!;ood p:irl, and God \7il1 b l es e
you. TI /In: tha Lonr; ::ea'rs f'ollOi'iin:>;, ,,-.ith no UBa of l'yr own Lanzua ze , },'ary f'or+o t
the Err:li~h words. IU:c1: long had gr t evod the.t she co-d d nc-t IS>,)" the prayers that her

I •

~'othe,.i· he.{l tau~ht her. As .~!:rs. T!rir.:ht sto:-d by tho side of the d~!in£ WO:r:R!l, sl:e
rep~A':;ed i slowly, i':J E~!'l1sh,' "tne words or ~'he Lor::P3 Pra~r~'. Tl'e a+ed captiv~ irostant-
1y /recof,np zed t:re wc rd s 61:6 had forgotten. snc evo Laimed with f!'ca t joy, !l ~TOV; I can
d~;'" in -aehce.1l

Jo.(V "\

j .
!!

}; r:a.ry:-Jemlson was de o pLy at'~(!.('hod to tl,e Ir.d f an pooril e , but he:' life had been
filled with Borrow, two of' her s ons hadn~ been Jrilll!d ',y their own ()rothers. So!!:o
yC[I. r s before her do',-th sl':~ !"O("rt(;r1 :h!l.~;, of b,r eiv,ht <'h:Udren, only t;nre~ dauzht.er-s
'were left. folly, hnr ycn.m}!;6st, .:r.'lrried Georre .shonr.:o: ''lucy ~r.rie,_! 'Silly Green]
tho other. Bets~', mnrl'ied .Tohn Gr!len. S~lO had, r·t thnt ~i['lt'. thirly-nine ,T:H:d
children and fourteen g;r9e.t-f:~:rand-c!I""lrl:-c:l. l:e:r eLdeec CO"l ,.,:-:.n narcc.l .a ft er ::e:- fa".;l~er
T; omas "Temis0n. Ei$ son, a ';~ner!;"'~:el, :::,n::y-haired man , 1Lvcd in his home oppos i, te
the '."resbyterian Church on the Cat ':ara.ug-,usneser"at~ on. until about IP82. Fis
beautl~ul home, with nd,ioininr: ba rns , apple or-char-de . and Yo'ill-tilled fields, was
a joy to passer-by and to reuest. The horae is oc('uTlsd and still well C'I1'(SU [or,
by his s:r!u;dson, Ul:rssecs. Kennsdv ,

~ndividlll;ifluence; for what ha s it counced f'r orr; ti::!o of the ca:pti'!es until now?
From now into tho future t ';'jhat7

Foter Crouse, the C8.:"ti"e, "..18.3 born in 1776. Pis par-orrt.s wer e from Hclla-:::.G.,
and lived near Fort Pitt, nO">'1 Pittsburg. They no doub t fled with a Lar-ve ccrnt-azrr
who left Holland in those ·jfl.Ys because of l"e1i:riou8 or:-,pression, comang, as did the
?urtins, to this land whor-e the:! rr.ir;ht n';;o:-shi" God accordin" to the dLct.nt es of
their conscienoea."

'ster, when t'welvc yoa r-a of a a, y~s C3.\:r~':red by tr-e Indians of the Lowr-r' ::118-:--<1.!lY

Reservation.



Ity..-a.s at the time of Sul l Lvans Invneion, when Gen. Brodhead '\1'115 sent to Oil
City, with or-rer-s to proceed up the Het"('r"ation, lmrn1nr; the homes of +he Indians.
He went as f'ar as Cor-nr-Inn+er !s tawn. when the Tnd Lane , e.t his ar-proe oh , fled ac r ca s
the river to Corndanter' 8 ~!o.untain. whore the~! hid and ":11tched the burnin?: of
tl~eir homes.

Though but a boy of t7,elve, Peter wisely e.dartod himsolf to the ~ishc8 and hnbits
of his ca ptor-s, His habits of life are r-eeord ed by br-ond , -v:e11-tilled flares. and
by.a. large building of beautiful squared logs, which, until a. fow years ago wns
still to be seen on the flats north of Onovil1e. This ~B the heme of eleven persons,
Peter Cr-ouse , his vrife Rachel, or Chl ppany , his r.1oth"r-in-law~ and eir-ht chi1drer:,
but the bui 1dinr, was of unusual proportions. rroliabl'" about 30x45 ft. large for an
Indian home , For :many years bef'o+e it was demolished it wa3 ua-d for a hay barn.

'The char-ac+e r of the family of ro~;er Crouse 1s a.nother evidence of the fine
manhoofl of the ca~tivo.

Then he "WaS tv;onty-four. his oldest Bon, r.'ill1nl", wns born, but who VlE'.S the ,,:ifo
of his ea r Lv manhood i5 ;·ot known. Later on he married one w}:o was called "The
1[-.itcb<~s Daur,htor," !Jut early church reo:'ords sh,,,,, hor to have been a member- of the
church at Oldtmm. and her childron, b8t.1~nin!" wi~h trJe eLdest , born ;n 1~07, wer e
all ;")art! 'Ted. This leans u~ to think that the rrother-in-lf',w of Peter Cr'ouse , inE'tead
of being a. -;:itch, migr:t have b=en a Christia.n i for she fled f'r-om the Cncndadza
Reserv"tion. whf're the Old rarty,. at that time, was Btro~g.

On her fl1p:ht to the 1,11e(';:ny Resor-vnt ion she t1rnUll"htwith h"r the da:,!':r.tor,
Chi cpany ~ who had !orrr.t:rly be en mar-r ied +08. man by the name of Pe.'·. a-id on this flight
they were uc comparrLed bv Ii ~t1e John Ray and a t1n'T si~b:>r who La' er died. Jo}m
Ray TIaS the father of Ste··'['en Rav of QUB.kor Bridf':e, an 11 nored man of 'Yrorthy c1:ar-
acter, and a veteran of the Cival War.

An ea 'ly r "'ord of fI'Che Church of AI·' egany and Corrr-Larrce r" r:iV8$ intere~tiw"
Lnf'ormandon from 1848 to HP9. The list of PrAsent members of AI' er,any :'15S; on
Church, Jan. Ls+, 1: 48, consists of 128 names, one of whici; 15 "01:4 l r-s , Crouse".
The ras~ion Church of those yc'ars covered bnth Alle a:'y end Cor-npl enbe r Reser-vn+Lcns ,
and there was but one derior-d nution, Con~r8f;at ~anal.

In 183[:;, the first chur-ch bu LLdLnz was erected o- },'eet3 n"" Flous es r. .n , at a
point about ana-half mile from the present station of the Erie R.? This .•..as
supr osed to be a c ent.r-a I Loca+Lon for +he h:o Reserve.' ions' •• Four years pr evd ous to
the cr-ec t 'on of hhis church, Pe: , ¥:1lliam E. Hall wa.s avointed as the first resident
missionary. He traveled the trails on hor-e e'sack , and bro'r;ht his bride to Sunf'Lsh ,
where there horne was to be located, riding his horse with him. The heart of tho
young nri s sl one.r-y '·8.9 "ladde::ed b,' the earnA9tness or the Christirian Indi~ns of' ,those
dcys , l!ever a Slmday pe s sed "ith sor-vdces at the new Church but a load of Cl:ristians
carne I'r ors Cornpbnter. f1111n:", a lUmber wazon, The dri ver '.":c.s David Gordon, Lther
of Char I r= e- G-'rdon. of Cor-rrp Lan+er-, brinr;inz: his f amiLy and ne i+hbor-s , t-he distance
of +wen+y mdLes each v:a.y. ne!\c!lar ser-vicce 'r"pre l-e Ld here and at 01dtC"WI1. At the
lu':ter r-La cc the Old "arJ ..y Irid Ians -hreatp;:cd to burn tl-:9 homes of the Christine-
Indians, ~u-t, Le vd by Deacon Ro art ~ierce, they r rma' red 'o.ithflll. so tba.t in 1247
::fle rrLs s ionary reported tn the ':Ioard. "01dtr;wn 1s like an iden 1 rew Er.v l.and vi Llar-e ,"

The first sc ; ool-house at t:'ldtown "as of lo~s. bui~t by the Lndian r , nnd the
~en.c:er n vcunz man v-ho had be en in the ~":~o"l -"ir~: W!\s e:st!)l\lis}~ed at ('g"~t"rau'~'Js
reservation in 1223. He was r-a i d -"y the Indi'/Ds, e7.!'=O a month. '1': is ehows the
snirit o1~Oldt0'\TI1 at tho ""i:-:-ethe childrell of "e<-.er and r:-""hnl Crouse W('rO mO'Jl(~ln~
tl1e tone of the c~rr..·.]nlt~!.
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The first, Joseph Elkinton was also teacher at O'Ldtown, Among his pup iLs
were ;nlliam and Hannah Bovren, pnrents of Edrr.ond and Emmet Bowen, t:rs. Bowen,
before her death, stated this fact, "The f'o l.Lowd ng are the first church members,
and strong Christians. Skye Pierce and two bDothers and one ~ister. 0ara h,
Deacon Robert ?lerce. Samuel Fierce, Holliday Jaokson and his -",i fe, ::'arah.(Above)

Jo' n , the sixth son of the Captive, bor-n :in 1815, vra s also a teaoher. Later
a geand-edauglrt er , Araanda , a s i s er of C-:nthia Gordon, taur.;ht at 01dtov'oTIfor
years. She was eduoated in 1'hiladelrhia.

Anot.he r influence for f,ood was a boar-d Ine; school taUGht by W BS !,'e:.rgaret
Ball. This -as , o=a+ed near 'lent's Corners. and the beautiful s cr-es opr os t te
the ruins of the Behonl still show the enterprise of the promoters aftIcis
endeavor.

Mrs. Alfred L. Jemison remembers with pleasures visits at the hona of'her
g~~dfather. George Crouse. He lived where Joel and Ellen Sohenendore nowroside.
He and Deacon Levi Hs.I:ftm.n wer e very close f'riend8. and worked together;:.as
furmers and inall the h:ter'(':sts of the churoh.

They made r:eat quantities of maple syrup and suza r' I and ge."t"e it fr e- Ly to
their ohildren and grand-children. She beautifully adds , "The pecp l e .yore all
Christians in those times."

The old church record, referred to before. corrta ins the names of tbe
"Fr eaenb Members of the Allegany !!:is~ion Chur-ch" J beth for 1848 and H'55.
Below are the names for teh 1a"':-!:erdata.

l-Rev. WIn. Hall
2-Simon Fierce
3-1so.ao fierce
4...;81...76 "ierce
5-Jarne.s ~ierc6
6-tevi Ealft~ (Deacon)
7-Hol1iday Jackson
8-Gecrge W. Crouse (Deacon)
9-George Crouse
10- '-eter T. Crouse
ll-Sllas Crouse
12-John King

l-:,;rs. "Vim. Hall
2_11 John Logan
3-" Betsy Crouse
4-" George Crouse
5_tf John Crouse
6-Eiss Lucy Crouse
7-!.:rs. IIannah Bone
8.11 Joseph Pierce
9_tf Eing Pierce

lC-!I Amos Pierce

1,i.ALES
13-Jaoob Jemison
14-Isaae Jemison
15"DavldB. J~ieon
16- :ete r ..Je~1son
17-W111iam Jemison
IB-Jareea J~ison
19-John Jemison
20-Sirnon J<:lr.n
21-.Yames Jo:m
22-A:';08 Shongo
23.Cyrus ~hlm?;o
24-:3amuel Jones

25-,:,alliam ~:hongo
25-Deni61 ~hongo
27-Ilennet S})on!,:o
28-Elliot John
29-Rufuil Jones
SO-TInrri50n Pierce
31-rrnllace i'1erce
:52-Jo~erh Pierce
33-~"ill1am fierce
31-James rierce Jr.
35.Benjamin r-ierce
36-John Sn"der

ll-L~~s. Jrunc~ \~ierce
12-" Iaxn ~~ie"-e
13-}!1B15Abegail Pierce
14-" Cynthia Fierce
15_11 1~rgaret fierce
16-:.'lrs. Sar-ah !crms'--rOllr.:
17-" Folly Turkey
18-" Silverheels
19_" James Shongo
20-" Eli 9hongo

21-?::rs. Jacob Shonzo
22" fI ~aniel Shong;o
23-" Ma.ryB. Patterson
24- II John 1'1:1::-
25-" Jamr:s T. -Jerri s cn
26- "
27- "
28- \I

29- \I

30- \I

Tandy Jemiscn
Jaco· Jer:;iscn
Isaac Jemison
·to.,ill iam Jemfson
-John Jenison



Females (continued)

31-:'rs. ,James Jemison
32-" Peter Jemison

11-1)iss
42- 11

43- "
14- II

45- "
46- II

47- "
46- If

49-~:r:5•
S6- "

33- 11

34 .• " ,
35... "
36- "
37- II

30- If

Ja<'ob Tuylor
Jane Taylor
.Tames John
Long John
Simeon Jobn
Elliot John

39- Hiss Caroline John
40•• 11 Jane Taylor
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Luoenda Jomison
F'ol Lv -Jac ks on
r:ordelia. liighe.lls
Lucinda Hi,halle
Janno.h JeT;1ison
Sor-his Jemison
Yartha Je~ison
!.!11r~r Jones
~ar;.ue1 Jones
Isaac Hendorson

'Ienj q Fenderson
Betsy Fat'y
Jamel':Bucktooth
Utile Laaar-
l~nr~'iet 13. Fa.rnum
,TohI! Doxstader

51-tors.
52- 11

53- II

54- "
55- tt

56- It

57-" Lucv F01.f;
58- "Old ?.'rs. Cr-oue e "

whb diod Jan.', 1. 1859.
59-" Isa.ncT'ie!"ce
60- "

TOTAL ur:;:,',BETISEIP IN 1855-----UnrETY-SIX.

Wil11ar-:-----Born 1fOO
Geoq;e ~~. " 1807.i.---
Polly------- " 1809
lianoy------- " 1[11
Peter------- 11 If13
Joh!l------- " IS15
Lydia.------- tI 1817
Ha.nna.h------ It 1820
8a11y------- 11 1822
i!icholas---- " 1e25 1;'!l11iam he.•.d no ch i l.dr-en,

Of the 566 decendants of rc~er CrouGe. 217 a.re~iro·t in line from Georec
his sec0~d son, who ~.S a mORt exemplary father of a fa.~ilv of seven children;
De1Ll.ah , Silas, SylveRt~r. ('\'fho died at the age of 20) Willian:, Be lc , Alonzo,
and Lucy.

,.,
L • ,

T1-:e eJ,dest~ child of Geor ge ". Cr-ous e , Delilnh, ma r r-Led ~uV Joison, and li,,red
at Jemisontoma. Their children I.'aine; lolly, Rober-b, U~ry. Delia, Allen. Adam,
Chatles, Nathaniel, and 'Nehon.

Silas Crouse, elrlest g rand son "f tha Captive, and eLdest Fan of Georf-" ·i':.
Creuse, married Sets" Pattersn. Their ohildren wer-o , EmeLy , SUSu"'F6., •.T·'uas,
S~rlve!lter ~ Char-Lcs , Martin, Jerome, Rosa. and Frank. r:Ij·.••rt on 'died in Yf.'uth •

. EmeLy mar-rLed For-ace Jer.li~on; their children hainr li 11 io and ViiI 1et ,

Susarma Crouse lW.r:-ied Ti11lia.m Tallchief. their children !oeing Jen:;ie and iLo ra ,

Sylvester Crouse mar-r i ed Fel1ndu nalftovm. TheIr nhild'en; So!'hia., 1,01£",
Edison .• De!M., Elen, 13er,11c8, :Zrno3t, and Clifford.

-Jor-ome Crouse nnrried Hannah Cooper. Their children; E'ga15.ne~ ,:alford, AI' cr+a ,
=dith, and LoYina.

Rose Cr-ou se r..arriod Ho··e.rd Lor-an , Their ch Ll dr-m l)(3:l1g Arline, Ilewt on , Ednn ,
and ~'rp.nci3.

Char-Le s Cr-ou se rnar r Led, Lst , Eva Lm4s-ono child, Jennie
2nd. Eo.ttie Jemison-one <.; ild. ~:181e.
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Yartin Crouse mar,ird ('ar-rie Armsbr-ong , their ch Ll dr-on ,~cro ~~a.r1Gt, a r

~ar-ah. Nanoy , and 7Jillirun.

Fr-enk Crouse married Helen Bla.ckohiefJ ch iLdr-cn , Rc?e'tta. Po l.and , and El.on ,

It 'Would be a .loy to wri ta of the lives of the many vpry "I'rorthy Ind Ians of
tho past amI the prenent, whntl'>vcr their tribe, olnn" or family;. but a.t thin
timE) we must oonfine our ae Ivea to the ~al!ln~:of the captj"o, ('''' ·o"in.ll·· t."
the line of Ge';r;o:e Vi. Cr-cuse and his eldest 80n, Silas.

In e. r-eneaclo"Y "mioh i~ b6in~ pr-epar+d , the names of" the de scendan+s of
the Captivef to the sixth genera.tion will be r,iven •

. ' The home where the Crouse A"~ociation p:a.thers, yearly. 1s a mernor-LaL +o
Silas CrouBo. eliest grandson of tl,e Captive. In ear-Lv life with his. b e Lov od

. "Ni.fe he made this his hone. changed the wild land into "eauti ful, fertile
:i'ields, erected these fine huildin"'s, and planted th11S orchard. and tr.e avenue
~:of maples which have grown into a th1n~ of beauty.

He must have p;iven his heart to God Jn early life, as his name is one among
tha list of 1':ambers in 1855. For many yea r s , he -,;as the only profes'inp:
Christian betvro n Quaker Bridge and. Red House.

In the yoar 18£.12, the Rev , M. F. Tripfo bosan to visit the Cor-nr-Larrt er- and
Allegany Reser-vat t.ons , driving with his 1nt~r-'f\rt()r. Rev. Henry ~ahrerheels.
f'rom the Cattaraugus Reservation~ The hemp. of Silas Cr-ous e '?m.~ to them a
haven of rest and House of' God, for there aer-vLcos '\'fero held, attended t~y t.::eir
own family of eleven re~sona. and by ~he family of tho aiat,r, E--ily Je::;isono

As the farr.ily 'r1ished to baco-:e Christia's, lfr. Crrmse t·equ· sted ~/r. Trirre
to renr.it Rev. S11v~rhoo15 to come_to their h me, once a rtwth. to instruct
t\em in their own lan,,;unge. This VIas done.

In the year 18::;4, James Pierce of Oldt"lm -;:as licf'!nsec. to rrel.l.ch, his field.,
being Lower- Alle,,;any and Cornrlant."r. In U'"'~()I"All:3r;an~r_ rev. AdoI phu s Blinkey,
thoup:h a. minister of the ~al"t1st Cl.ur-ch , "~'l:i.g ~ m03t ri.~,..c-,t~J·'19rast~r of tl:at
section of the Conzr e -atio~al l~ission, 'tr·.Jt in year 18F.2 bot:: of trese clo f ce
Indinn pastors wpn' called to their rev.'8.rd.

The question arose as how to car-e for tr.e chu r--i of t\l ~e any and Corn-
planter; the tv'o reservations cover:ng an extent of more t~,-o.nforty 1"1i168 in
length. Alfred Eiilftmm. an Indian of the Cornnl.ant.er- R~serv!'.ti'n. had been
conV'T+;e'-: seven years be f'c r-> tlJat 't:me. l.e c cu Ld not r enri "r .....T:l.te, 'but -:"15

a. Chr Lsb ' an C!entlerr-Eln ":ith a wcr.d er-f'uL mem r'"'J I and durin the seven YC!lrs he
had stored his m~.nd .•.,ri th Jche truths to which he had listened. r. i+h a rae.Lcd Lcu s
voice, his si~g;ing cf Seneca hymns W',s an 1.:. lift. O.!:9 day, at +he ~~is bn Iious e
on t' e C8.tb1ra.ug'1..1S Reservation, a ce Ll er , ~'imcon l'ierco, C".r.6 frcr:. Fed L'OUS8,

Rev. :Zr. Trip G had been much troubled over !:<)tr to fill the Lossof the h:o
faith:-ul F":.stor"s, but :.:r. Fierce :~rouf,ht t}~e news, n',-:-e have 11 nm, :-re!lcr:e:!'" at
Alleg':.ny. Alfr"cd lI:l.lfto~.'!1. He is a. r;ood pr'eucher-, Fe +ot.s u!' at five" and
waLks 25 mi.Les to Je:; s orrt own , and preflr! o s at e Lev e r ; Ther-e h o has d'inne r 8.t
.. ~11 :;:o;:1:':'s. _:,fter di.nner- he waLks luc k to Cold ~:"rinf,s. and preaches there.
:." ::olcs a Meeting at Cldtoy:n at 5. After t}:nt, he ~r,rnet-::r.esstays ov~rni0ht,
"'ut if ;:is ',"or> at },r:-r.8 r:eer1 s him, he ,tes' on home, tha.t n:i.~ht _" I:r. '~:i.erce
,"-.(_·"r'd ~.::(+v'.L'l. e",-I-h"'C-;" '"T~ itCh 1." I•• a -ood ""r""B.cl-••.•.."- _v H v. ""_''1. :,", .. , ll'.>", 'z. .F v I" ••
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Tho second sp.rvico of tLeday was held ei +her- at the horne of Silas Cr:'use

or his sister E:.ily -Jerrd son , Alfred Hs.Lf'Lowncontinued his 1<~11I)r5 v:ith unabut ed
zea I for nearly thirty years. until failing hea I th and do:'.th r-emoved him from
this field of labor.

In 1905. the sona of Silas CrQ1.15e took a Lead inj; part in secur-Ing e. church
at Cold Spring, pur-lhaae ing the ehcocL-hcuse ~ere the youth cf' tr.at section
had boen tr,dned. It was remodelod into pretty Ii' tle church, and. st!!.r:dinr, Or:

e.hill facing the 6rouae home, it speaks in memory of thoso whose "Labors are
not in vain in the Lord", and those vmo worship there feel that "Surely God
1s in this place"

In the fall of 1911••a pa~p.ant VJRS enacted on the Alla 'nny ill'~er, ne!l.r
Onoville •. beau",;lfully "icturing the life of Peter Crouse i' various scenee ,
Following this, the "ex-ousa Astoolatlon" Vl8.5 f'o:nne1 by the derendants of the
Captive. The ro-union is held each year at tlehoma honored an~estors, Silas
and Betsy Crouse.


